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[ There was no doubt of the liquid having been concentrated sulphuric acid, not only from an examination of the wounds soon after their production, but also from an analysis of some found in a bottle which was lying in the room. In defending the prisoner, an attempt was made by her counsel to show that her mind was disordered, and therefore that she ought not to be held responsible for the act. She was carefully examined, but no evidence of insanity appearing, she was condemned by the court to ten years' imprisonment for having attempted the life of the prosecutrix and her child. The execution of the sentence was deferred; since another allegation had been put in by a physician who saw her after the trial, to the effect that she was undoubtedly insane. In consequence of this, the prisoner was sent to the asylum at Hofheim, and was closely examined by the attendant physician of that establishment. He states that, at the first view of the prisoner, lie suspected that she was feigning insanity. She affected to be imbecile, but her manner was obviously studied. His suspicion was confirmed when, upon enquiry, he found that, during her journey, she had talked and acted rationally enough with those who accompanied her; while he himself could obtain only trivial and unmeaning answers to his questions. The old expedient was adopted for detecting the imposture.
At his next visit, the physician pretended to take compassion on her condition, remarking to the attendant, that, as the memory of the poor girl appeared to have suffered from her confinement, he should try a plan for her relief, which he had already found remarkably effectual in another case, namely, the application of a red hot iron to the back of the head; he then directed the attendant, still in the hearing of the prisoner, not to fail to have the furnace in readiness the following morning. The expedient was perfectly successful. The next morning, the memoiy of his patient was completely restored, and she answered all the questions put to her with the greatest readiness. During the three weeks which she afterwards remained in the asylum, the physician contrived to gain her entire confidence: she related to him her whole history, and complained of the severity of the punishment to which she had been condemned. The woman was then sent to prison, but she, a third time, pretended insanity; and on being again sent to Hofheim, she contrived one night to make her escape from the asylum. About a year afterwards, she was retaken, and then again endeavoured to make the persons around believe that she was insane The imposition, however, was too ill concealed to allow of any who saw her being deceived; and she was confined to undergo the sentence passed on her.
[Remarks. and the sole source of the blood extravasated was the anterior wound. The haemorrhage proved fatal because there was no possibility of arresting the flow of blood in the first instance. The anterior wound therefore was by no means absolutely, but accidentally mortal.
The College was then appealed to, in order that a satisfactory report might be obtained; and the following is the substance of a very able analysis of the data upon which they had to found their decision.
"It is admitted in the report, that the sixth intercostal artery was torn through within a very short distance of its origin from the aorta, a circumstance which, notwithstanding the gradually decreasing size of the vessel and its smaller diameter at that part, would give rise to an incessant and abundant haemorrhage. Hence death, in such a case, must speedily follow from extreme exhaustion, and from a mechanical interruption to the function of respiration. Besides, these fatal symptoms would necessarily show themselves within the first quarter of an hour after the occurrence of the rupture or laceration, from whatever cause it may have been produced. As the deceased left his home perfectly well on the morning of his death, so it follows that the laceration of the artery must have occurred between that period and the time of his falling down in an exhausted condition, most probably but a short time before he fell. " In the opinion of Dr. K?, there must have been an aneurismal enlargement or an abscess of the intercostal artery, which burst accidentally about the very moment that the wound in the chest was received. This, however, is positively contradicted by the previously good state of health of the deceased, and still more strongly by the absence of all morbid changes indicative of these diseased conditions of the vessel at the post-mortem examination. It seems to us certain, that the laceration must have taken place but a very short time before the deceased fell, especially since, by his running six hundred paces after having received the shot, the haemorrhage was likely to have been rendered much more profuse. It appears highly probable, if not certain, that the posterior wound must have been occasioned at the same time and by the same means as the anterior; and we have now to determine whether there be any part of the post-mortem examination opposed to the admission of this opinion. The shot which had produced the abdominal wound could not have occasioned it, since it did not traverse the diaphragm. There was no external penetrating wound at the posterior part of the chest; and indeed the only wound penetrating the cavity was that already described as situated anteriorly between the first and second ribs. Through this opening, then, the shot must have entered which produced the deep-seated laceration.. From the examination of this wound during life and after death, it is clear that the canal which the shot had formed did not pass horizontally backwards, but in a direction from above down-Selections from the Foreign Journals.
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wards. Under these circumstances, the part at which the shot would strike posteriorly would be between the sixth and seventh ribs. drawn from between the first and second ribs anteriorly through the chest, touched the upper border of the fifth rib posteriorly; that in two of these skeletons, the distance from the upper border of the fifth rib posteriorly, two inches from the spine to the lower border of the sixth, was about one inch and a quarter, in two others one inch and'a half. One of the skeletons was as perfect as art could make it. In this, the measurements corresponded exactly to those laid down by the College.
4. In the report we find, as usual, a great deal said about wounds accidentally and absolutely mortal. The difference in the signification attached to these terms will be sufficiently gathered from the report. 
